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Ribavirin is a clinically useful antiviral medication for Hepatitis C, viral hemorrhagic fevers and other RNA 

and DNA viruses.  The exact mechanism of its antiviral activity is uncertain.  Various proposals include 

inhibition of viral polymerase1, RNA mutagenesis2, and inosine monophosphate dehydrogenase (IMPDH) 

inhibition3.  Sensitizes tumor cells to anticancer agents 5-fluorouracil5 and doxorubicin6 via inhibition of 

eIF4E.  Displays efficacy against atypical teratoid/rhabdoid tumors7 and inhibits glioma cell growth8. 
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PHYSICAL DATA 

Molecular Weight: 244.21 

Molecular Formula: C8H12N4O5 

Purity:   >98% by TLC  

   NMR: (Conforms) 

Solubility:  DMSO (25 mg/mL) and water (25mg/mL) 

Physical Description: White solid 

Storage and Stability: Store as supplied at -20°C for up to 1 year from the date of purchase.  Solutions in  

DMSO or distilled water may be stored at -20°C for up to 3 months. 
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